
      Texas upstream oil and natural gas employment is rising, recent analysis by the Texas Independent Producers 
and Royalty Owners Association (TIPRO) shows. Citing the latest Current Employment Statistics (CES) reports from 
the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics (BLS), TIPRO highlights steady employment gains for the Lone Star State's      
upstream sector and strong industry recruitment activity during the months of March and April.  
      Upstream employment in Texas grew by 1,800 jobs in March, said TIPRO, led by support activities (+1,200 jobs) 
and oil and natural gas extraction (+600 jobs). Employment growth for the industry continued in April, the association 

also noted, with an additional 400 jobs added. Notably, a 1,700-job increase last month in support activities completely offset a 1,300-job 
decline in extraction. 
     Texas in both months led the nation in recruitment, with unique job postings climbing 7 percent in             
March (9,110 listings) and then growing by another 7 percent in April to reach 9,780. Nationally, industry 
job listings topped 61,000 in April. Support activities consistently led specific sector listings, according to 
TIPRO. Houston, Midland, and Odessa anchored the state's hiring hotspots, the association also reported. 
       Loves (591), Baker Hughes (321), Energy Transfer (295), and ExxonMobil (249) had the most unique 
job postings in April, said TIPRO. Top posted industry occupations included maintenance and repair workers 
general (291), heavy and tractor-trailer truck drivers (282) and retail salespersons (280). 
      "Texas oil and gas employment trends highlight the industry’s strength and adaptability amid severe 
global energy market disruption. As international supply chains remain constrained and global inventories 
draw at record rates, Texas producers have sustained strong operational activity, supported rising employment 
and delivered increasing volumes of crude oil and LNG to both domestic markets and key international 
allies," TIPRO President Ed Longanecker commented. "These results demonstrate Texas’ critical role in 
helping stabilize global energy supplies and supporting economic growth at home during a period of              
heightened volatility."   
      Referencing the TIPRO workforce analysis, Texas Railroad Commissioner Wayne Christian in a statement last week celebrated the 
recent growth in jobs across the state’s oil and gas industry, renewed momentum in drilling activity and improving conditions for energy 
markets. “The market is sending a clear signal,” Christian said. “Stronger demand is driving renewed production and job growth across the 
oil industry. When producers have confidence in demand, production grows, which strengthens communities, supports energy security, and 
fuels opportunity.”

TIPRO workforce analysis shows steady job growth for  
Texas' upstream sector in March and April
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      Bicameral legislation filed recently by U.S. Congressman August Pfluger (TX-11) and U.S. Senator Cynthia Lummis (R-WY) seeks to 
help protect small energy producers from onerous Biden-era federal air emission rules. Without targeted regulatory relief and action to    
safeguard smaller independent producers from burdensome federal methane reporting and emissions control requirements   
implemented by the last administration, many small producers risk shutting down wells that American energy dominance depends on,      
say lawmakers. 
      The Protect Domestic Oil and Gas Small Business Act of 2026, H.R. 8990, would amend the Clean Air Act to exempt low-producing 
marginal or “stripper” wells from federal regulations that were intended for large emissions sources. Nationally, stripper wells account for 
approximately 7 percent of domestic oil production while producing less than one-half of one percent of annual methane emissions.  
     The bill is supported in the House by Representatives Jodey Arrington (TX-19), Troy Balderson (OH-12), Jake Ellzey (TX-06), Ron      
Estes (KS-04), Julie Fedorchak (ND-At-Large), Craig Goldman (TX-12), Bob Latta (OH-05), Tracey Mann (KS-01), Randy Weber (TX-14), 
Roger Williams (TX-25), and Gabe Evans (CO-08). In the Senate, it is supported by Senators Pete Ricketts (R-NE), Steve Daines (R-MT), 
Jerry Moran (R-KS), Kevin Cramer (R-ND), and John Barrasso (R-WY). 
        “America’s energy security depends on the strength of our domestic production, and small producers are a critical part of that equation,” 
said Congressman Pfluger. “Too often, these operators are disadvantaged by costly, one-size-fits-all regulations that were never designed 
with their operations in mind. Through targeted, commonsense reforms to the Clean Air Act, this bill will help keep small producers in      
business, protect American jobs, and preserve the stable domestic energy supply our economy depends on.”   
      “The Protect Domestic Oil and Gas Small Business Act protects hundreds of small businesses and supports good-paying jobs by      
ensuring durable protection against shifting regulatory priorities across administrations," added Senator Lummis. 
       TIPRO members can read the entire bill here. 

Small independent producers could get regulatory relief from federal air rules under new bill 
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https://tipro.org/news/texas-upstream-employment-shows-notable-increase-in-march/
https://tipro.org/news/texas-upstream-employment-increases-in-april-2/
https://www.rrc.texas.gov/news/christian-celebrates-nation-leading-texas-oil-production-as-rig-activity-and-jobs-rise/
https://files.constantcontact.com/d6c983c4801/c75943bc-5ad5-4806-914d-b8c8ffabb3af.pdf?rdr=true


Greetings, fellow TIPRO members, 
      It is hard to believe that my term as chairman comes to an end this month. Serving as your chairman over the   
past two years has been one of the great honors of my professional career and I want to sincerely thank each of you 
for the opportunity and trust. 
       As I have shared in previous articles, when I first joined the TIPRO Board of Directors, I assumed that the larger 
companies with dedicated government affairs teams would take care of the policy and regulatory challenges facing 
our industry. It did not take long for me to realize that protecting and advancing our industry requires participation from 
all of us—large operators, small operators, non-operators and royalty owners alike. Together, we help ensure that 
Texas remains the best place in the country to produce oil and natural gas. We have all seen what can happen in 
other states when our industry is not actively engaged. Remaining vigilant and involved is essential to preserving               
the environment that has allowed Texas energy to thrive. 
        One of the things that has impressed me most during my time as chairman is the quality of the TIPRO staff. Their 
dedication, professionalism and passion for our industry make TIPRO one of the most effective advocacy organizations in the country.      
Ed works tirelessly to voicing our concerns, growing our membership, securing outstanding speakers for our programs and providing 
strategic leadership for the association. Joanne keeps our organization on sound financial footing while managing the countless details 
that make our events successful. Ryan stays at the forefront of policy and regulatory issues impacting our industry and does an exceptional 
job keeping our members informed and engaged. Anjelica is often the first person you see at our events, ensuring every detail is handled 
with professionalism and a smile. And Kelli somehow transforms my rough drafts into articles that are actually enjoyable to read while also 
managing TIPRO's communications and social media presence. This outstanding team is the backbone of our organization, and I am      
deeply grateful for their commitment to our members. 
      As Texas continues to lead the nation in oil and natural gas production, TIPRO remains actively engaged on a broad range of policy  
and regulatory issues that will shape the industry's future. Current priorities include implementation of Senate Bill 1150 and the Railroad 
Commission's inactive well rulemaking, practical and cost-effective regulatory compliance, ERCOT's efforts to address rapidly growing  
electricity demand from data centers and artificial intelligence facilities, permitting and infrastructure reforms, air quality and emissions      
regulations, water supply and produced water sustainability and initiatives to combat oilfield theft. TIPRO continues to work closely with 
policymakers, regulators and industry stakeholders to promote balanced policies that strengthen energy security, protect the environment, 
preserve Texas' economic competitiveness and support continued investment in domestic energy production. 
        As we celebrate TIPRO's 80th anniversary, it is worth reflecting on how dramatically both our association and our industry have evolved. 
Founded in 1946 to represent independent producers in a vastly different operating environment, TIPRO has remained steadfast in its      
mission while adapting to changing times. Likewise, the Texas oil and natural gas industry has undergone a remarkable transformation. 
Since 2000, Texas oil production has increased by more than 370 percent, driven not by simply doing more, but by doing things smarter. 
Innovations such as horizontal drilling, hydraulic fracturing, advanced geosteering, longer laterals, pad drilling and real-time data analytics 
have fundamentally reshaped resource development. Today, our industry produces record volumes of oil and natural gas with fewer rigs, 
fewer wells and significantly greater capital efficiency than in prior decades. These achievements are a testament to the ingenuity, resilience, 
and entrepreneurial spirit that have long defined Texas producers—and they underscore the continued importance of organizations like 
TIPRO that advocate for the policies necessary to sustain that success. 
       I am excited about the future of TIPRO under the leadership of our incoming chairman, Tom Janiszewski of Oxy. Tom brings a unique 
combination of technical, regulatory, and legal expertise to the role. Beginning his career as a reservoir engineer before earning a     
law degree and advancing to vice president of regulatory and land at Oxy, Tom possesses the broad perspective and leadership experience 
needed to guide TIPRO through the opportunities and challenges ahead. I look forward to supporting Tom as he leads our association      
into its next chapter. 
       Finally, I hope to see many of you at our Summer Conference on August 17-18 at the Hyatt Hill Country Resort in San Antonio. As we 
continue celebrating TIPRO's 80th anniversary, it promises to be a memorable gathering and an opportunity to reflect on our shared      
accomplishments while looking ahead to the future. 
     Thank you again for your support, your engagement and your commitment to our industry. It has truly been an honor to serve as      
your chairman. 
       Sincerely, 
       T. Grant Johnson 

T. Grant Johnson
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A message from TIPRO's Chairman

TIPRO CALENDAR OF EVENTS
JULY 21, 2026 

HOUSTON — TIPRO/HPF/IPAA  
“Leaders in Industry” Luncheon.  

For information, email  
info@houstonproducersforum.org.

JUNE 16, 2026 
HOUSTON — TIPRO/HPF/IPAA  
“Leaders in Industry” Luncheon.  

For information, email  
info@houstonproducersforum.org.

AUGUST 18, 2026 
HOUSTON — TIPRO/HPF/IPAA  
“Leaders in Industry” Luncheon.  

For information, email  
info@houstonproducersforum.org.

https://tipro.org/summer-conference/
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       Join the Texas Independent Producers and Royalty Owners Association (TIPRO), Houston Producers Forum (HPF) and Independent 
Petroleum Association of America (IPAA) on Tuesday, June 16th in Houston for the next joint ‘Leaders in Industry’ luncheon. At the event, 
hear a high-level discussion on energy priorities from two leading experts within the industry: Meg Gentle, director at Ovintiv and executive 
director of HIF USA, and Alix Steel, principal at DrivePath Advisors and former Bloomberg anchor.  
      Meg Gentle brings over 25 years of leadership and industry experience, having previously served as president and chief executive 
officer of Tellurian Inc. and executive vice president-marketing at Cheniere Energy, Inc. While with Cheniere, Gentle also held numerous 
leadership positions including senior vice president-marketing; senior vice president and chief financial officer; and senior vice president-
strategic planning & finance. Prior to her time spent working for Cheniere, Gentle conducted international business development and 
strategic planning for Anadarko Petroleum Corporation and energy market analysis for Pace Global Energy Services. Her current work with 
HIF USA, LLC in decarbonization and eFuels, combined with her role at Ovintiv, offers a unique perspective on the intersection of traditional 
oil and gas and the evolving energy transition. 
      Joining her on stage is Alix Steel, a veteran financial journalist who spent over a decade at Bloomberg Media interviewing prominent 
business leaders such as Ken Langone, Lloyd Blankfein, Leon Cooperman, and CEOs from the oil and gas sector, including Darren Woods 
(ExxonMobil), Mike Wirth (Chevron), and Ryan Lance (ConocoPhillips). Now a principal with DrivePath Advisors, Steel applies her deep 
knowledge of commodities and strategic communication to help navigate today’s complex energy markets.  
     This event will offer guests a premier networking opportunity with industry executives and fellow energy professionals and give a      
front-row seat to an insightful conversation on the path forward for American energy. Sign up here. 
       Be sure to also mark your calendar for our other upcoming 2026 luncheon speakers: 

- Clay Gaspar, President and Chief Executive Officer, Devon Energy – July 21, 2026 
- Jeff Nichols, Haynes Boone & Victor Mendoza, Legado Capital Advisors – August 18, 2026 
- Francisco Leon, President and CEO, California Resources Corporation – September 15, 2026 

Register for the next TIPRO-HPF-IPAA luncheon, happening June 16th in Houston 

      The Texas Senate Committee on Natural Resources will meet at the Texas Capitol in Austin this August for a public hearing covering 
legislative charges assigned for the interim period by Texas Lieutenant Governor Dan Patrick. Before next year’s 90th Legislative Session, 
the committee has been tasked with providing oversight of relevant agencies and programs under the committee's jurisdiction, which 
includes the Railroad Commission of Texas (RRC), Texas Commission on Environmental Quality (TCEQ) and the Texas General Land 
Office (GLO). At its hearing scheduled for Tuesday, August 11, the committee also will be closely looking at the implementation of important 
legislation passed in 2025 by the 89th Legislature, including the following:  
 
 
 
 
      Members of the Natural Resources Committee will also review wildfire prevention and mitigation strategies at their August hearing,      
as the state continues to try to improve the long-term resiliency of Texas communities against the rising threat of catastrophic wildfires.      
The committee is slated to evaluate the effectiveness of fuel management practices, including prescribed burns and mechanical    
thinning, to reduce fuel loading on public and private lands, assess the vulnerability of utility infrastructure in high-risk areas and the      
adequacy of early warning systems. The panel will then work on recommendations on enhancing state and local coordination in wildfire      
responses.  
       TIPRO members can view the full meeting notice for the August 11th legislative hearing here.  
       To see the full list of interim legislative charges assigned for Senate committees, click here. 

Texas Senate Natural Resources Committee schedules August interim hearing

      Senate Bill 1150 will require Texas operators to plug inactive wells meeting specific age and inactivity thresholds, and the Railroad      
Commission's rulemaking process is just getting started. For large operators with dedicated compliance teams, this is a manageable      
workload. For small independents running dozens or hundreds of wells across multiple leases, it is a different conversation. 
     The challenge most operators will face is not the intent to comply — it is operational visibility. Many independents do not have a      
reliable, centralized view of which wells are approaching inactive status, what their current production trends look like, or which leases      
carry the greatest regulatory exposure. That information exists in SCADA logs, field reports, and legacy databases that rarely talk to each 
other. 
       The operators best positioned for SB 1150 are those who establish that visibility now, before the Commission finalizes its rulemaking. 
Real-time monitoring of well activity — production rates, pressure trends, run status — gives operators a defensible, timestamped record 
of well behavior and the lead time to make informed decisions about reactivation, transfer, or planned plugging on their own terms rather 
than under regulatory pressure. 
       The window between now and formal rulemaking is an opportunity, not just a countdown. Operators who use it to get their well data in 
order will have more options, lower costs, and stronger compliance footing when the rules take effect. 
       Ranieri Mestroni is CEO and co-founder of StrattoGuard, an AI-powered operational intelligence platform for independent oil and gas 
operators. Learn more by visiting strattoguard.com. 

Getting ahead of Senate Bill 1150: What independent operators need to know now

By Ranieri Mestroni, CEO and co-founder, StrattoGuard

• Senate Bill 1145 (89th Legislature), relating to the authority of the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality to issue permits for 
the land application of water produced from certain mining and oil and gas extraction operation.  
• House Bill 49 (89th Legislature), relating to the treatment and beneficial use of fluid oil and gas waste and related material, including 
a limitation on liability for that treatment or use. 

https://www.ovintiv.com/
https://www.drivepathadvisors.com/
https://www.houstonproducersforum.org/event-details/meg-gentle-director-ovintiv-and-alix-steel-principal-drivepath-advisors
https://capitol.texas.gov/tlodocs/89R/schedules/pdf/C5802026081109001.PDF
https://www.ltgov.texas.gov/wp-content/uploads/2026/03/2026-Interim-Charges.pdf
http://strattoguard.com
https://strattoguard.com/
https://capitol.texas.gov/BillLookup/History.aspx?LegSess=89R&Bill=SB1145
https://capitol.texas.gov/BillLookup/History.aspx?LegSess=89R&Bill=HB49


The San Angelo Chamber of Commerce, along with honorary co-hosts Congressman
August Pfluger, Texas Senator Charles Perry, and Texas Representative Drew Darby, will
hold its 22nd Annual West Texas Legislative Summit on Thursday, August 6th, 2026.

 
This year’s Summit will focus on state issues with the overarching theme of “West Texas Horizon:
Innovating for Opportunities, Grounded in Stewardship” and will offer insight on the following
topics:

Join us on Wednesday August 5th for the Summit Soiree—our signature welcome event for
sponsors, panelists, and special guests. This year’s Soiree debuts an elevated new format, designed
to spark conversation and connection in a relaxed setting. Enjoy an evening of gourmet-style
hors d’oeuvres and signature cocktails—all in a vibrant atmosphere perfect for mingling.

Rural Healthcare
Energy Systems
Water Resources

Digital Ecosystem

Register Here

Sponsorship Oppurtunities Sponsor Commitment Form

2026 West Texas Legislative Summit Sponsorship Opportunities
For an overview of the sponsor benefits and investment opportunities available, click below:

https://www.sanangelo.org/wtls/
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       The Texas Commission on Environmental Quality (TCEQ) is now accepting applications for its New Technology Implementation 
Grant (NTIG) program. Grants are available statewide under the NTIG program for eligible projects that cut emissions from facilities 
and other stationary sources in Texas, including oil and gas projects that reduce emissions from upstream, midstream and downstream 
oil and gas activities such as replacing, repowering or retrofitting compressor engines or installing systems to minimize gas loss, flaring 
or combustion. A total of $16.5 million is available through the grant program and will be awarded on a competitive basis. 
      Detailed eligibility requirements and instructions for how to apply for TCEQ's NTIG program can be found at the following webpage: 
www.tceq.texas.gov/airquality/terp/ntig.html. Applications will be accepted until 5 p.m. Central Time on Friday, September 25, 2026. 

TCEQ offering $16.5 million in grants for projects using new technologies to reduce emissions

        The Texas Independent Producers and Royalty Owners Association (TIPRO) is returning to the Hyatt Hill Country Resort in San Antonio 
this August for its 2026 Summer Conference! TIPRO's annual Summer meeting runs August 17-18 and will provide opportunities to hear 
expert insights and perspective on the top priorities for the Texas oil and gas industry. The TIPRO Summer Conference also will be full of 
networking breaks and allow guests time to develop meaningful professional connections throughout the event. The conference also extends 
a chance to fit in some summer fun while enjoying the many amenities at one of the top resorts in Texas, the Hyatt Hill Country Resort. 
        TIPRO members are encouraged to sign up as an event sponsor to gain recognition at the Summer Conference, stand out to conference 
attendees and help support the association. Please review available sponsorship levels and packages on the following pages or visit 
TIPRO's conference webpage at www.tipro.org/summer-conference for additional information.

Become a sponsor of TIPRO's 2026 Summer Conference!

       Accelerating buildout of natural gas pipeline infrastructure, particularly in the state of Texas, will allow energy producers more ways of 
supplying natural gas to residential, power and industrial users, as well as LNG export terminals that will bring more natural gas to allies 
around the world. A new report from the U.S. Energy Information Administration (EIA) shows developers are planning to bring a massive 
tranche of new takeaway capacity online over the next two years, which will ease ongoing constraints and limitations in gas takeaway.      
Approximately 44.9 billion cubic feet per day (Bcf/d) of new pipeline capacity is coming online in the United States in 2026 and 2027,      
EIA analysts project. More than 66 percent (29.7 Bcf/d) of the capacity additions originate in Texas, notes the EIA, followed by Louisiana 
with 19 percent (8.4 Bcf/d) of total capacity additions and Virginia with 1.6 Bcf/d capacity expected to come online by the end of 2027.

Over the next two years, Texas expected to lead natural gas pipeline capacity additions  

       Leaders of the U.S. Department of Interior have put out new guidance for the State Orphaned Wells Grant Program, which distributes 
federal funding appropriated by the Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act to plug, remediate and reclaim orphaned oil and gas wells on 
state and private land. The latest guidance follows other program revisions made by the Interior Department last summer to cut red tape, 
reduce burdens on state grant recipients and help states to act faster to clean up orphaned wells. 
       “The new guidance unlocks additional resources for states to build on their current successes,” explained Eva Vrana, deputy assistant 
secretary for policy and environmental management. “It means states can continue successfully plugging orphaned wells while strengthening 
energy infrastructure and reducing environmental risks.” 
      The just-released Phase 3 State Formula Grant Guidance by the Interior replaces previous formula grant guidance and opens a new 
application window that makes all remaining formula grant funds available to states, currently $798,198,793. 
       For more information about the Interior’s Orphaned Wells Programs, visit www.doi.gov/orphanedwells.  
       Before reforms were made by the Trump Administration to the federal Orphaned Wells State Formula Grant Program, Texas regulatory 
leaders had voiced concerns over the significant hurdles and bureaucracy inherent in the Orphaned Well Plugging Program under the Biden 
Administration, which resulted in increased plugging costs and significantly delayed well plugging. Efforts to streamline the program by 
Secretary of the Interior Doug Burgum and other department officials have been well received and will ensure taxpayer funds are used in 
the most efficient manner to plug as many orphaned wells as possible.

Trump Administration issues new guidance for the State Orphaned Wells Grant Program

       The Texas primary runoff election held on May 26, 2026, delivered a momentous change in the state’s political landscape, signaling a      
decisive shift toward the "MAGA" wing of the Republican Party and setting the stage for a high-stakes general election in November. 
        Notably, Republican activist and dedicated MAGA conservative Bo French defeated incumbent Jim Wright in the GOP run-off for Texas 
Railroad commissioner, despite Wright having the endorsements of Governor Greg Abbott, Lt. Governor Dan Patrick and House Speaker 
Dustin Burrows. French now advances to a match up against Democratic state Rep. Jon Rosenthal in November's general election for a 
seat on the three-commissioner panel that presides over the governing body that regulates the state's oil and gas industry. 
      Meanwhile, in the GOP run-off for U.S. Senate, Texas Attorney General Ken Paxton defeated incumbent John Cornyn by a 28-point 
margin (earning approximately 64 percent of the vote to 36 percent). Paxton was fueled by an eleventh-hour endorsement from President 
Donald Trump given just days before the primary run-off, which seemingly boosted Paxton's standing to secure his party's nomination.      
He now faces state Rep. James Talarico (D-Round Rock) in November's general election in the race for Senate. 
      Also of note, Galveston state Senator Mayes Middleton, who is president of Middleton Oil Company, an independent oil and gas      
company, in the primary run-off secured the GOP nomination for attorney general, after defeating Chip Roy, a fourth-term Austin     
congressman. Middleton will now face his former colleague, Dallas state Senator Nathan Johnson, in November in the state's open race 
for attorney general.  

French, Paxton, Middleton pull off victories in Texas' primary run-off elections 

https://www.tceq.texas.gov/downloads/air-quality/terp/ntig/ntig-proposal-instructions-oil-gas.pdf
http://www.tceq.texas.gov/airquality/terp/ntig.html
http://www.tipro.org/summer-conference
https://www.eia.gov/todayinenergy/detail.php?id=67707
https://www.doi.gov/sites/default/files/documents/2026-05/owpophase-3-state-formula-grant-guidancefinalmay-2026.pdf
http://www.doi.gov/orphanedwells
https://www.washingtontimes.com/news/2024/nov/27/trump-save-tax-dollars-fixing-biden-energy-environ/








 With nearly 3,000 members, TIPRO is  
the nation’s largest statewide association        
representing both independent producers 

and royalty owners. Our members                
include small family-owned companies, 
the largest publicly traded independents 

and large and small mineral estates             
and trusts. 
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Austin, Texas 78701 
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