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A strong line-up of speakers is scheduled to present during TIPRO's Summer Conference on August

4-6 at the Hyatt Hill Country Resort and Spa in San Antonio, Texas. Texas Attorney General Greg Abbott

will kick off the meeting with welcome remarks, followed immediately by a keynote presentation from

Admiral Thad Allen, who will share his experience managing the Deepwater Horizon Oil Spill of 2010.

Newly appointed Railroad Commissioner Barry Smitherman will also address Conference attendees.

Scott Sheffield, CEO of Pioneer Natural Resources, will present noteworthy developments for the company, highlighting growing

activity in the Eagle Ford Shale, and Mike Smith with the Interstate Oil and Gas Compact Commission (IOGCC) will provide a full

breakdown of the new chemical disclosure registry, FracFocus.org. A special group of experts will discuss mergers and acquisitions,

while another panel will address water usage and policy. The conference will conclude with the Chairman's Dinner and Party, where the

2011 Mr. TIPRO award will be given out to honor one TIPRO member for ongoing contributions and commitment to the industry.

Altogether, the upcoming Summer Conference and Golf Tournament will be a great time for all. More than learning the latest on those

issues affecting the oil and gas industry today, the TIPRO Summer Conference provides a unique opportunity to build special memories

with loved family members who are able to come along for the trip.

SPEAKERS ANNOUNCED FOR UPCOMING TIPRO CONFERENCE

Inside find more information on TIPRO’s Summer Conference...
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Longtime oilman and owner of Beecherl Holdings Louis Beecherl Jr. passed away on Tuesday, July 5 at age 85.

Beecherl lived a long, successful life, making tremendous contributions all along the way. Beecherl was born

Feb. 10, 1926, in Dallas and graduated from Tulane University and The University of Texas with Bachelor of Science

degrees following his service in the U.S. Navy during World War II. After 20 years as founding member and CEO of

Texas Oil & Gas Corp., he went on to become chairman of the Texas Water Development Board from 1980-1986.

Following that, Beecherl was appointed to the UT System Board of Regents in 1987 by Gov. Bill Clements and

elected chairman of the board in 1989. Beecherl also served as a regional chair of President George W. Bush's 2004

re-election campaign, and on the finance team of Mitt Romney's 2008 presidential campaign. Beecherl was also a long-

time supporter of TIPRO, serving on the TIPRO State Issues Committee.

Beecherl is survived by his wife, Julie; his eight children, including TIPRO Board Member John Beecherl; 35 grandchildren; and four

great-grandchildren. 

"Our condolences go out to the family at this time," said Justin Furnace, president of TIPRO. "Louis Beecherl Jr. was a legend in the

industry, and he will be sorely missed."

TIPRO MOURNS THE LOSS OF LOUIS BEECHERL JR.

Greg Abbott,

Attorney General



TIPRO Members,

The United States Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) announced this week that all 136 industrial plants

with state-issued permits not currently meeting the Clean Air Act requirements have agreed to seek new permits

approved by the federal government. Although the EPA views the progress as an important milestone moving

forward with issuing air permits, this development could still pose great risk to industry growth in Texas. Many

fear actions by the EPA will make new permitting standards unnecessarily strict and burdensome. As put by

TCEQ officials, "the EPA has forced businesses into this additional, unnecessary permitting process ... even

though existing permits were legal and protective of the environment." Interestingly, over the past couple of

years, while the existing air quality programs were in place, including the flex permit program, Texas air

quality actually has improved. 

Starting in 1994, the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality (TCEQ) began issuing permits under the

state's flexible permit program. As the TCEQ processes a high volume of air permit applications, this flex

permit system required fewer resources to process, and therefore increased permitting efficiency, freeing up resources to be utilized in

other areas. The flex permit process also allowed operators to count on being automatically permitted as long as they met established stan-

dards. It also permitted drilling and production to be carefully and efficiently scheduled and carried out. It wasn't until last year that the

EPA announced flex permits violated the Clean Air Act of 1990, calling for the elimination of the program. This sparked a series of legal

battles between state officials and the federal agency, some of which are still ongoing today. Industry continues to await rulings from the

U.S. Court of Appeals for the Fifth Circuit that challenge the EPA on the matter. 

Among many of the consequences that result from EPA intervention on permitting is doubt for oil and gas producers on their ability to

continue operations in the future. This mindset could cause capital investments to shrink, job growth to decline and limits to equipment

upgrades and efficiency improvements.

All this comes as just another example of how the federal government has overstepped its boundaries in recent months and why we

must continue to fight for industry regulation at the state level. State agencies are best suited to fully enforce proper regulation, and are

able to more efficiently handle oversight than agencies like the EPA or U.S. Fish and Wildlife Services. 

We'll continue to closely monitor ongoing developments with the situation and keep you informed of the latest.

I also personally want to invite all TIPRO members, as well as their family members and friends, to this year’s Summer Conference

held  in August. Don’t worry about bringing a coat and tie, we’ll keep it informal as we listen to presentations made by top industry experts.

I look forward to reconnecting with everyone at this fun event - see you there!
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Calendar of Events

AUGUST 10, 2011

HOUSTON � IPAA/TIPRO 

Leaders in Industry      

Luncheon, 11:30 a.m.

Houston Petroleum Club. 

For info, call: (512) 477-4452.

AUGUST 4-6, 2011

SAN ANTONIO � TIPRO

Summer Conference and 

Golf Tournament, 

Hyatt Hill Country Resort.

For info, call: (512) 477-4452.

AUGUST 17-19, 2011

HOUSTON � Summer NAPE

Expo, George R. Brown Con-

vention Center.

For info, call: (972) 993-9090

SEPTEMBER 14, 2011

HOUSTON � IPAA/TIPRO 

Leaders in Industry      

Luncheon, 11:30 a.m.

Houston Petroleum Club. 

For info, call: (512) 477-4452.

GET THE LATEST TIPRO NEWS ON FACEBOOK AND TWITTER!
Don’t forget to find us on Facebook! Look for our new fan page by logging into Facebook and searching for “Texas

Independent Producers & Royalty Owners Association.” Then, make sure you hit the “like” button at the top of the page to

be able to receive the latest news and timely updates, as well as view event photos. To visit the fan page, go to:

http://www.facebook.com/pages/Texas-Independent-Producers-Royalty-Owners-Association/142601212474372.

For those on Twitter, also be sure to follow TIPRO (@T_I_P_R_O). Connect by going to http://twitter.com/T_I_P_R_O.  

CHAIRMAN’S MESSAGE

Sincerely, 

Stephen N. Castle
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TIPRO
Summer

Conference
& Gol f  Tournament

H y a t t  H i l l  C o u n t r y  R e s o r t  & S p a   
S a n A n t o n i o ,  Te x a s   

A u g u s t  4 - 6 ,  2 0 1 1

1:00 p.m.     Greg Abbott,
Texas Attorney General

1:30 p.m.     Keynote Presentation
Admiral Thad Allen 

2:30 p.m.    Mergers & Acquisitions Panel
Chase Morris, Oil & Gas Asset  
Clearinghouse
Jonathan Gregory, Texas Capital Bank
Bill Nelson, Haynes & Boone
Jill Snee, NES Financial

3:30 p.m.    Break

3:45 p.m.    Frac Focus - Disclosure Compliance
Mike Smith, IOGCC

4:45 p.m.    TIPRO Power Coalition

5:15 p.m.     Welcome to San Antonio Reception

7:00 p.m.    Dinner on your own

8:00 a.m.    Membership Breakfast
Barry Smitherman, 
RRC Commissioner

9:00 a.m.    Water Usage & Policy - Panel
Ian Duncan, BEG - UT Austin
Dr. Dan Hardin, Texas Water
Development Board

10:15 a.m.    Scott Sheffield, CEO
Pioneer Natural Resources

11:30 a.m.    TIPRO Issues Update

12:30 p.m.   Afternoon Break - Family Time

6:00 p.m.    Chairman's Dinner & Party
2011 Mr. TIPRO Award
Entertainment provided by
Johnny Dee & The Rocket 88’s

1:00 p.m.   Golf Tournament
19th Hole Reception 
Dinner on your own

8:00 a.m.   Audit Committee Meeting 
9:30 a.m.   TIPRO Board Meeting

FRIDAY - AUGUST 5, 2011
GENERAL SESSION

THURSDAY - AUGUST 4, 2011
GOLF TOURNAMENT

SATURDAY - AUGUST 6, 2011
GENERAL SESSION

FRIDAY - AUGUST 5, 2011
COMMITTEE MEETINGS

A G E N D A

Conference attire 

is resort casual
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Summer Conference  and Go l f  Tournament -

Registration Information

Special dietary needs or 
other considerations? 

Please contact TIPRO staff

r Member @ $375: ________

r Spouse @ $195: ________

Golf ____ @ $195 : _____

Handicap(s):  ____   ____

r 6-12 years old @ $100: ________

Children: 

r Non-Member @ $475: _____

Golf ____ @ $250: _____

r 5 and under @ $100: _____

R E G I S T R A T I O N F E E S :

Registration forms must be accompanied by payment. No refunds after July 29, 2011.

Handicap(s):  ____   ____

r Non-Member Spouse @ $295: ___

REGISTRATION TOTAL: $

r 5 and under @ $75: __________

Children:

r 6-12 years old @ $125: _____

GO L F  R E G I S T R A T I O N F E E S :

Member: Non- Member:

Attendee:

Company:

Street Address:

City/State/Zip Code:

Phone:

Fax:

E-mail:

Children’s Names:

Fax form to (512) 476-8070  

or visit www.tipro.org 

for online registration.

N o  r e f u n d s  a f t e r  J u l y  2 9 .

Cell:

Fax form to (512) 476-8070 or mail to TIPRO at: 919 Congress Avenue Suite 1000, Austin, TX 78701

r 13-17 years old @ $150: _______ r 13-17 years old @ $175: _____

Spouse:

**Spouse and children rates include reception, breakfast and dinner

Credit Card No.:

Signature:

Exp. Date:

CHECK NO:VISAPAYMENT METHOD: rMASTERCARDr AMEXr

Name: Company: 

Billing Address:

r

CID: 

ATTENDEE INFORMATION:
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1.

2.

3.

4.

r19th Hole

Reception -  $2,000
Receive 2 golf registrations, 

19th Hole reception &
conference recognition

One sponsorship available

rGold Level - $6,000 
Receive 4 complimentary registrations

& recognition package at all events 

Sponsorship Opportunities

For further information, contact TIPRO at (512) 477-4452, or visit our website at www.tipro.org.

SPONSORSHIP TOTAL: $

N a m e  o n  S p o n s o r  R e g i s t r a t i o n s C o m p a n y  N a m e

Fax form to (512) 476-8070 or mail to TIPRO at: 919 Congress Avenue Suite 1000, Austin, TX 78701

r Silver Level - $3,000 
Receive 2 conference registrations &

recognition package

r Bronze Level - $1,500 
Receive 1 conference registration 

& recognition package

r Beverage Cart -

$1,250 
Receive 2 golf registrations, 

cart signage & 
tournament signage 

Two sponsorships available

r Driving Range -

$750 
Receive 1 golf registration,

driving range signage & 
tournament signage

Two sponsorships available

r Hole Sponsor -

$500 
Receive 1 golf
registration &

recognition on Tee Box

r Hospitality Suite Sponsor -
$2,000

Receive 1 conference
registration & recognition

package in hospitality suite

One sponsorship available

r Lanyard Sponsor -
$1,000

Receive 1 conference 
registration & company name

on lanyards, co-branded
with TIPRO 

One sponsorship available

H a n d i c a p
( f o r  g o l f  o n l y )

Golf Sponsorship

Credit Card No.:

Signature:

Exp. Date:

CHECK NO:VISAPAYMENT METHOD: rMASTERCARDr AMEXr

Company: 

Billing Address:

r

 

SOLD OUT!!!
  

SOLD OUT!!!
 

 

SOLD OUT!!! 

CID: 

 

SOLD OUT!!! 
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TIPRO’s Summer Conference and Golf Tournament

Special thanks to all sponsors:

Gold Level:

Bronze Level:

Silver Level:

19th Hole Sponsor: Beverage Cart Sponsor:Registration Sponsors:

Hole Sponsor:

 

 

Clayton & Clayton, P.C.

Chesapeake Energy Corp. announced Tuesday, July 11, the company will redirect approximately 1-2 percent of its forecasted annual

drilling budget towards projects that will stimulate increased natural gas demand. Totaling nearly $1 billion over the next 10 years, this

money will help break OPEC’s 38-year stranglehold on the U.S. economy, as well as lower energy costs to American consumers, enhance

national security, stimulate economic growth, create hundreds of thousands of high-paying jobs and improve the environment.

Moreover, the company will invest $150 million in Clean Energy Fuels Corp., North America’s largest provider of natural gas fuel for

transportation. This will help fund development of nearly 150 LNG truck fueling stations at strategic truck-stop locations across the

country. “We are investing our capital in Clean Energy to accelerate the delivery of the natural gas fueling infrastructure needed to assure

truck operators that they can transition away from high-priced diesel, the cost of which is set by foreign oil, and choose a better road

powered by American natural gas,” said Aubrey McClendon, CEO of Chesapeake Energy.

CHESAPEAKE ENERGY TO SPEND $1 BILLION ON NATURAL GAS TECHNOLOGY

Hospitality Suite Sponsor:
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As you make plans for summer vacation, consider this -TIPRO members are eligible to receive a discount
for tickets at Six Flags Fiesta Texas in San Antonio. Members will pay only $30.99 per ticket instead of the
usual $39.99.  

Accessing the special ticket is easier than ever - just log into your own Six Flags site and buy tickets with
substantial savings off the main gate price.

Click the link below, then log into the site with the username and password provided.

Special Ticket Link:

https://shopsixflags.accesso.com/clients/sixflags/affiliate/index.php?m=15672
Username:

TIPRO
Password: (Password is Numeric & Case Sensitive)
SixFlags4

Don’t miss out on the chance to make special memories with friends and family. We look forward to
seeing you at the park!

BARRY SMITHERMAN APPOINTED AS NEW RAILROAD COMMISSIONER
Last Friday, July 8, Gov. Perry appointed Barry Smitherman as the new commissioner of the Texas Railroad

Commission, filling a position formerly held by Michael Williams. His appointment will last until the next general

election in November 2012. 

Of the appointment, Gov. Perry said, "Barry's strong leadership at the Texas Public Utility Commission helped make

Texas energy and telecommunications markets stronger and more affordable, and served the best interests of Texas

consumers and families. His knowledge of Texas' energy market and our energy needs is unparalleled, and I'm

confident he will continue to serve our state well in his new capacity at the Railroad Commission."

Smitherman previously served seven years at the Public Utility Commission (PUC), three years as a member and

four years as Chairman of the Commission. Prior to that, Smitherman spent more than 18 years in banking and legal

positions. He earned a bachelor's degree in business administration from Texas A&M University, a law degree from The University of

Texas and a master's degree in public administration from Harvard University. Smitherman is a member of the U.S. Department of Energy

Electricity Advisory Committee and a board member of the National Association of Regulatory Utility Commissioners and Energy

Resources and Environment Committee. He is also vice chair of the Governor's Advisory Panel on Federal Environmental Regulation, vice

president of the Southwest Power Pool Regional State Committee, an ex-officio board member of the Electric Reliability Council of Texas

and a member of the State Bar of Texas.

In an interview with the Fort Worth Star-Telegram, Smitherman stressed as a commissioner he will strongly support natural gas

production in the Barnett Shale, in addition to focusing attention on hydraulic fracturing and the development of the Eagle Ford Shale. "As

a result of technology and God-given resources, we're able to access the shale plays and have what looks to be a long-term, if not 100-year

or more, supply of natural gas," said Smitherman. "That bountiful supply is incredibly important because it will help keep electricity prices

low." In the new role, he explained he also hopes to educate the public, as well as interested parties in Washington and along the East Coast,

about the role fracing plays in the development of natural gas resources.

TIPRO MEMBERS RECEIVE DISCOUNT AT SIX FLAGS

During a hearing held Monday, July 11, Railroad Commissioners announced a plan to roll out rules for disclosure of fluids used

during the hydraulic fracturing process, as required by H.B. 3328. The Commissioners instructed staff to begin drafting rules and asked

that the agency strive to publish initial proposed rules by mid-to-late August. Together, the Commissioners are working to finalize the rule

by the end of 2011. During the rulemaking process, the public will have 30 days to comment on the proposal.

“This rule will provide the additional assurance to the public that a common sense disclosure policy affords, and it will provide

operators uniformity and reliability regarding the disclosure process for all wells that are hydraulically fractured in Texas,” said

Commissioner Jones. “I hope we can have the rule ready for implementation before the end of the year.”

Commissioner Jones also continued to assure the public that hydraulic fracturing is safe and does not contaminate drinking water

sources. "Our rulemaking should not be misconstrued to upend earlier statements," Jones said in a press release. "It is still geologically

impossible for fracturing fluid or natural gas or oil to migrate upward through thousands of feet of rock, sometimes miles, to adversely

affect ground water." 

FRAC DISCLOSURE RULE TO BE PROPOSED MID-AUGUST



Make plans to join us for TIPRO’s Summer
Conference and Golf Tournament, set to
be held at the beautiful Hyatt Regency Hill
Country Resort and Spa. Here you'll find a
charming mix of authentic Texas
hospitality blended perfectly with all the
activities you could ever want in a Hill
Country Texas resort. Whether you go for
par on the award-winning 27-hole
championship golf course or take a ride
down the Lazy River Pool, you are sure to
create great    memories while staying as
a guest at this fun resort. 

Call the Hyatt at (800) 233-1234

Make your hotel reservations for 
Summer Conference today!

With more than 2,200 members, TIPRO is

the nation’s largest statewide association

representing both independent producers

and royalty owners. Our members include

small family-owned companies, the largest

publicly traded independents and large and

small mineral estates and trusts.

919 Congress Avenue, Suite 1000
Austin, Texas 78701

Phone: (512) 477-4452
Fax: (512) 476-8070

www.tipro.org
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