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August 14, 2020 

 

The Honorable Tom Craddick, Chairman  

House Land and Resource Management Committee  

P.O. Box 2910 

Austin, Texas 78768  

 

 

Chairman Tom Craddick: 

 

On behalf of the Texas Independent Producers and Royalty Owners Association (TIPRO), I would like 

to express our appreciation for the opportunity to provide written comment on the House Committee 

on Land and Resource Management’s Interim Charges 2 and 3.   

 

TIPRO is one of the largest statewide trade associations in Texas representing the oil and natural gas 

industry.  Our members include the largest producers of oil and gas in the state, as well as hundreds of 

small to mid-sized independent operators and royalty owners.  Collectively, TIPRO members produce 

approximately 90 percent of the oil and natural gas in Texas and own mineral interests in millions of 

acres across the state.  Our organization’s mission, since its inception, is to preserve the ability of 

independent operators to explore for and produce oil and natural gas. 

 

TIPRO has worked with the Coalition for Critical Infrastructure over the past sessions on reforms to 

the eminent domain process that provide transparency and accountability for landowners while 

maintaining the ability of Texas to build the infrastructure that our growing economy and population 

requires.  We remain committed to working with all stakeholders on a system that recognizes the 

importance of the mineral estate in Texas, the necessity and safety of pipeline infrastructure, effective 

state laws and regulations that govern infrastructure development, and the protection of private 

property rights through those processes.  

 

As you know, the Texas oil and gas industry continues to be a cornerstone of our state economy, 

currently supporting over 2 million direct and indirect jobs and providing billions of dollars in tax 

revenue annually that support all aspects of our state.  In 2019, our state set a new record for oil and 

natural gas production with 1.8 billion barrels of oil and 10.4 trillion cubic feet of gas produced.  And 

we expect to continue to set records for Texas oil and natural gas production as the world economy 

and the industry rebounds from the COVID-19 pandemic.   

 

Due to this growth and the extraordinary benefits provided to our state, our industry has faced unique 

challenges, including takeaway capacity constraints in West Texas that could be further exacerbated 

by delays and additional expenses to critical pipeline infrastructure projects.  Such actions could 

negatively impact oil and natural gas production, employment growth, and the generation of revenue 

for state coffers while potentially increasing the flaring of natural gas and dangerous road traffic and 

congestion, if companies are unable to transport their product through pipelines. 

 

Interim Charge 2 directs the committee to review “the efficacy of the Landowner’s Bill of Rights 

(LBoR) in explaining to landowners the eminent domain process and their rights and responsibilities 

under Chapter 21 of the [Texas] Property Code.”  TIPRO believes that the LBoR is an important 

instrument that should clearly define the rights of landowners in the eminent domain process.  Our 
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organization would support simplifying the LBoR into uniform language promulgated by the 

legislature and requiring the LBoR to be presented ahead of right-of-way discussions.   

 

Interim Charge Number 3 directs the committee to review “what should and should not constitute 

actual progress to ensure the right of property owners to repurchase property obtained through eminent 

domain.”  TIPRO is on record as supporting Senate Bill 18 (82R), which defined the term “actual 

progress” in statute as it applies to eminent domain and the right to repurchase property.  Our 

organization respects the rights of landowners to repurchase land taken through eminent domain that 

is not being used for its intended use.  However, requiring additional measures to prove actual progress 

would only serve to create additional hurdles to completing critical infrastructure projects and increase 

expense without adding any additional benefit to the landowner.  

 

TIPRO would like to express our appreciation to you and your fellow committee members for your 

diligent work during this challenging and unprecedented time.  The leadership that you have 

demonstrated by facilitating feedback and discussion on these interim charges is commendable and for 

the betterment of the state.  We look forward to continued work with the House Land and Resource 

Management Committee next session on these issues in order to provide transparency and 

accountability for landowners while maintaining Texas’ ability to build increasing necessary critical 

infrastructure. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

Ed Longanecker 

President 

TIPRO 

919 Congress Avenue, Suite 1000 

Austin, TX 78701 

Office: 512-477-4452 / Email: elonganecker@tipro.org 


