
TEXAS INDEPENDENT PRODUCERS AND ROYALTY OWNERS ASSOCIATION 
919 Congress Avenue, Suite 1000, Austin, Texas 78701, Phone: (512) 477-4452, Fax (512) 476-8070, www.tipro.org 

 
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 
May 18, 2015 
  

Contact: Kelli Way 
kway@tipro.org 
(512) 477-4452 

Texas Governor Signs Oil and Natural Gas Pre-emption Bill Into Law 
 

Austin, Texas – Today Texas Governor Greg Abbott officially signed legislation, House Bill 40, that affirms the 
state’s exclusive jurisdiction over oil and natural gas development. The new law, which takes effect immediately, 
also outlines and clarifies the criteria necessary for adopting local ordinances that regulate surface activity incident 
to oil and natural gas exploration and production.  
 
The following statement can be attributed to Ed Longanecker, president of the Texas Independent Producers & 
Royalty Owners Association (TIPRO), regarding House Bill 40 being signed into law. 
 
Today Governor Greg Abbott, with overwhelming bi-partisan support from the Texas legislature and local 
government leaders throughout our state, represented the will of the people by signing House Bill 40 into law.  
 
This is a balanced approach that protects the ability of municipalities to reasonably regulate surface activity 
related to oil and gas development, while offering the regulatory certainty necessary for our industry operations.  
 
The oil and natural gas sector is the key economic driver for our state, contributing billions of dollars in annual 
tax revenue, supporting millions of jobs, and providing countless other benefits to our citizens and communities 
across Texas. 
 
Smart energy policies like House Bill 40, along with the unwavering leadership of our elected officials, and 
sensible approach to regulations, will protect and grow our economy, create jobs, further establish America as a 
global energy leader, and help keep us secure for generations to come. 
 
We applaud Governor Abbott for his leadership, as well as his efforts to support the state economy, our fellow 
citizens and the responsible exploration and production of oil and natural gas in the state of Texas. 
 

# # # 
 
About TIPRO 
The Texas Independent Producers & Royalty Owners Association (TIPRO) is a trade association representing the interests of over 2,800 
independent oil and natural gas producers and royalty owners throughout Texas. As one of the nation’s largest statewide associations 
representing both independent producers and royalty owners, members include small businesses, the largest, publicly-traded 
independent producers, and mineral owners, estates, and trusts. Members of TIPRO are responsible for producing more than 85 percent 
of the natural gas and 70 percent of the oil within Texas, and own mineral interests in millions of acres across the state.  
 
 
 
 


